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Charge, Marine Inspection. If the addi-
tional evidence produced satisfies the
shipping commissioner or the Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection, to whom it
is presented that the same is accept-
able evidence of the citizenship of the
person, such official may draw lines
through the question marks and note
the citizenship of the person in the
space provided therefor, attesting the
change, or reissue the certificate or
document. Whenever such changes are
made the official making the change
shall immediately thereafter notify the
Commanding Officer, National Mari-
time Center.

(c) Acceptable evidence of citizenship
is set forth in §10.205(c) of this sub-
chapter.

[CGFR 65-50, 30 FR 16640, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended at 60 FR 50460, Sept. 29, 1995; USCG-
1998-4442, 63 FR 52189, Sept. 30, 1998; USCG-
2001-10224, 66 FR 48619, Sept. 21, 2001]

§12.02-14 Nationality of aliens.

(a) Any alien making application for
a continuous discharge book or certifi-
cate of identification or merchant
mariner’s document representing a cer-
tificate of identification shall present
acceptable evidence of nationality at
the time of making application. No
original document shall be issued to
any alien until nationality is estab-
lished by acceptable evidence.

(b) Any document of an official char-
acter showing the country of which the
alien is a citizen or subject may be ac-
cepted as acceptable evidence of an
alien’s nationality. The following are
examples of such a document:

(1) Declaration of intention to be-
come a citizen of the United States
made by the alien after 1929.

(2) A travel document in the nature
of a passport issued by the government
of the country of which the alien is a
citizen or subject.

(3) A certificate issued by the con-
sular representative of the country of
which the alien is a citizen or subject.

(c¢) Should any doubt arise as to
whether or not the document presented
may be considered as acceptable evi-
dence of the alien’s nationality, the
matter shall be referred to the Com-

§12.02-17
manding Officer, National Maritime
Center, for decision.

[CGFR 65-50, 30 FR 16640, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGD 95-072, 60 FR 50460, Sept. 29,
1995; USCG-1998-4442, 63 FR 52189, Sept. 30,
1998]

§12.02-15 Oath requirement.

Applicants for a merchant mariner’s
document for any rating shall take an
oath before an Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection, or other official au-
thorized to give such oath, or a com-
missioned officer of the Coast Guard
authorized to administer oaths under
10 U.S.C. 936 or 14 U.S.C. 636, that they
will faithfully and honestly perform all
the duties required of them by law and
carry out all lawful orders of superior
officers on shipboard. Such an oath re-
mains binding for all subsequent mer-
chant mariner’s documents issued to a
person until the document is surren-
dered to the Officer in Charge, Marine
Inspection.

[CGD 91-211, 59 FR 49300, Sept. 27, 1994]

§12.02-17 Rules for the preparation
and issuance of documents.

(a) Upon application of a person for a
merchant mariner’s document, any re-
quired examination will be given as
soon as practicable.

(b) Upon determining that the appli-
cant satisfactorily meets all require-
ments for the document and any en-
dorsements requested, the Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection, shall issue
the appropriate document to the appli-
cant. A merchant mariner’s document
is valid for a term of 5 years from the
date of issuance. Any document which
is renewed or reissued prior to its expi-
ration date automatically becomes
void upon issuance of the replacement
document.

(c) When a seaman applies for a mer-
chant mariner’s document, he must:

(1) Sign the document; and

(2) Impress his left thumbprint on the
document; or

(3) Impress his right thumbprint on
the document if his left thumb is miss-
ing.

(d) A seaman’s social security num-
ber is placed on his document and is his
official identification number for
record purposes.
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